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“Thinking Systematics is a feast in philosophy and social theory.” 
—RAJU DAS, professor of geography, York University

“Thinking Systematics is nothing less than a guide to thinking better, to 
conceiving the world in ways that liberate socialist possibility from the 

‘mind forg’d manacles’ capitalism has imposed on the ‘brain of the living.’” 
—BRYAN D. PALMER, professor emeritus, Trent University

“The 21st century is an age of fake news, of opinion over fact, of lies  
over truth, of relativism over objective reality, of faith over reason.  

We are in desperate need of rational and logical thinking to cut  
through this morass of confusions and illusions.”  

—MICHAEL ROBERTS, author of The Long Depression

Thinking Systematics (tss) is conceived as a “toolkit for the mind”—
designed to improve how we think about the world, analyze information 
and pursue our goals. Smith and Hayslip make a compelling argument 

that individual thinking and collective decision making are being systematically 
constrained within limits imposed by outmoded forms of cognition and the 
determination of privileged elites to perpetuate an unsustainable status quo. 
The dialectical reasoning advocated in this wide-ranging book aims to overcome 
those limits and to allow a much more profound understanding of the human 
condition in the 21st century.

To adequately comprehend our world, serious attention must be given to the 
specifically social, economic and political arrangements shaping our lives. Once 
embraced by growing numbers of people, tss strategies, methods and habits of 
thought can contribute significantly to a “new common sense”—one adequate 
to meeting the immense challenges facing humanity in our era.
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Capitalism and Invisible Leviathan. Visit ​www.murraysmith.org for more details.

TIM HAYSLIP is a PhD student in sociology at York University. His research 
focuses on the intersection of the sociology of knowledge and economic sociol-
ogy, seeking to explain the popularity of the Austrian School of Economics.
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